East Lake, AFTER FORTY-ONE YEARS 


IN Jury, 1899, Miss Alice Eastwood, Curator of the Department of Botany, made a 
collecting trip from Millwood, near General Grant National Park, to the head- 
waters of Bubbs Creek, one of the chief tributaries of the South Fork of the Kings 
River. She ascended East Creek to East Lake and Harrison Pass, climbed Sanford 
Peak, and visited Bullfrog Lake. The large and important collection of plants which 
she obtained formed the basis for her “Flora of the South Fork of the Kings River” 
which was published by the Sierra Club in 1902, a work which is now one of the 
rarest publications on California botany. In the San Francisco fire of 1906, this his- 
torical collection was lost and until now there has been no adequate representation 
in the Academy herbarium of the flora of the Kings-Kern Divide. 

From July 27 to August u, Mr. John Thomas Howell, Assistant Curator of the 
Department of Botany, was a member of a Sierra Club party which established a 
base camp at East Lake for twelve days. Not only did this allow ample time for the 
study and collection of specimens at East Lake, on the Harrison Pass Trail, and on 
Mc. Brewer in Tulare County, but also made possible an excursion to Bullfrog Lake 
in Fresno County, the places where Miss Eastwood collected 41 years ago. In all, 
557 specimens of vascular plants were collected, representing about 420 species and 
varieties; and about 60 specimens of Heptaticae were obtained which are being stud- 
ied by Mrs. E. C. Sutliffe. Without the hearty and generous coéperation of Mr. 
Oliver Kehrlein, leader of the Sierra Club Base Camp. “Trip, and of the Sierra Club 
Outing Committee, it would not have been possible to make so complete or interest- 
ing a collection. The California Academy of Sciences is grateful to the Sierra Club 
for its cooperation and to Dr. Harold C. ‘Bryant for the permission to collect in the 
recently established Kings Canyon National Park. 
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October Announcement 


THe Recutar Ocroper Meetine of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 Market Street, 
San Francisco, on Wednesday evening, October 2, 1940, at eight o'clock. The busi- 
ness meeting will be brief and will be followed by the first of the fall series of lec- 
tures on Lhe Beauties of Nature, on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation. 

Mr. Clifford Nelson will present a spectacular color and sound motion picture 
entitled “Sierra Nevada’ The picture takes one on a pack trip through the heart of 
the high Sierra Nevada of California, following the famous John Muir ‘Trail from 
Tuolumne Meadows, in the higher part of Yosemite National Park, south to Sequoia 
National Park. The picture illustrates the beauties of this montane portion of Cali- 
fornia, showing the alpine meadow, glaciers and high peaks which are almost per- 
petually clothed with snow. Mr. Nelson takes the audience to such heights as Ma- 
ther Pass (12,000 feet), Pinchot Pass (12,050 feet), Foresters Pass (13,200 feet) and 
finally to the summit of Mt. Whitney (14,496 fect), the highest peak in continental 
United States. 

Of interest to many will be that portion of the picture showing the methods en- 
tailed in making a pack trip. This will include the manner in which pack animals 
should be cared for, the type of equipment most satisfactory for such a trip and 
other incidentals which, though appearing unimportant, make the difference be- 
tween a successful and unsuccessful excursion into the out-of-doors. 

The public is cordially invited to attend. 
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ADDITIONS TO LERNER COLLECTION OF GAME FISHES 


THe Acapemy has recently received from Mr. Michael Lerner of New York two 
fine additions to the hall of Large Game Fishes. Both of these beautifully prepared 
specimens, a Thresher Shark and a Mako Shark, were secured by Mr. Lerner on his 
last expedition to New Zealand. 

The Thresher Shark is a large, formidable looking, though harmless species oc- 
curing in most subtropical and temperate seas. Large examples sometimes attain a 
length of 20 feet and a weight of 1,000 pounds. One of the most outstanding char- 
acters of these sharks is their extremely long tail which equals the head and body in 
length. Members of this species are reported to swim rather uniquely, in decreasing 


MAKQO SHARK (ABOVE) AND THRESHER SHARK 


circles, around schools of fish, lashing the water with their tails, thus driving the 
intended victims into a compact mass and making them easy victims. 

The Mako Shark or Blue Pointer (Lamna glauca) inhabits the seas of Australia 
and New Zealand. It is a species of the open ocean and is extremely voracious and 
savage. Although Mako Sharks never attain a great size (a length of 11 feet 6 inches 
being the record) they will not hesitate to attack boats and, a fter being caught on a 


line, have been known to spring at fishermen. 
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A New STAFF MEMBER 


On SepTeMBER 1, Dr. Joseph Goodman joined the staff of the California Academy 
of Sciences, as Chemist and Aquarist in the Steinhart Aquarium. Dr. Goodman 
previously had charge of the saltwater aquarium system in the University of Wash- 
ington Oceanographic Laboratories. In the summer of 1938 he accompanied the 
United States Coast Guard, as oceanographer aboard the Cutter “Northland,” to the 
Bering Sea and Arctic Ocean where large amounts of research matcrial and ocean- 
ographic data were collected. 

Dr. Goodman, through bacteriological studies and chemical analyses of the water, 
will attempt to further reduce the mortality among the valuable fishes exhibited at 
the Steinhart Aquarium. 


